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CPRA head responds to
anti-diversion claims

By Jason Browne
reporter@plaqueminesgazette.com

In the wake of state-
ments and accusations
made during a public meet-
ing led by Plaquemines Par-
ish commercial fishermen
opposing the Mid-Baratar-
ia Sediment Diversion, the
volley of rebuttals has be-
gun.

Johnny Bradberry, exec-
utive assistant to the Gov-
ernor for coastal activities
and chair of the Coastal
Protection and Restoration
Authority, called The Ga-
zette last week to respond
to some of those statements
and accusations. Coin-
cidentally, Bradberry is
scheduled to speak at the
May 22 Plaquemines Asso-
ciation of Business & Indus-
try luncheon.

To begin, Bradberry of-
fered a quick glimpse of
his personal history with
the coast to make the point
that the CPRA isn’t some
out-of-touch bureaucracy.
The Grand Isle native said
he’s been an oyster fish-

erman, so he can relate to
the fishermen’s concerns.
He said he's also worked
for oil and gas companies,
drilled wells in the gulf and
designed drilling platforms.

“I think I can relate to
people across the coast,”
said Bradberry.

From there he pivoted to
the multiple layers of gov-
ernment agencies—primar-
ily the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers—overseeing the
CPRA and the “more than
70 environmental laws” the
agency must comply with
just to receive permitting
for Mid-Barataria Diver-
sion. The anti-diversion
group pointed to the April
decision by the Corps to ac-
celerate permitting for the
diversion from 2022 to 2020
as a tacit exemption from
many of those regulations.
Bradberry characterized it
as a challenge, saying the
CPRA must now streamline
its efforts to meet all the “70
laws” in a shorter period of
time.

“If the CPRA does not

comply with the law, we
will not be able to do the
job,” he said.

And they’ll have to
show their work, too. Both
Plaquemines President
Amos Cormier III, who
spoke at the anti-diversion
meeting, and the commer-
cial fishing group have ac-
cused the CPRA of denying
parish government and the
seafood industry a seat at
the table during diversion
planning. Bradberry count-
ers that the CPRA has held
41 total meetings in Plaque-
mines Parish, some with
government officials, and
21 meetings open to the
general public. In private
and public meetings, Brad-
berry said the Plaquemines
Parish Government and
commercial seafood repre-
sentatives have had ample
opportunity to weigh in on
the process.

“Plaquemines govern-
ment made no official com-
ments during the scoping
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perlod. They were not
present,” sald Bradberry.

He sald they'll get more
chances after the CPRA
Issues Its Environmental
Impact Statement In 2019,
which will require a whole
new round of public feed-
back. Bradberry sald the
EIS will demonstrate how
the CPRA Is working with-
In the framework of the
“70 laws.” He added that it
will also address many of
the antl-diversion group's
concerns (effects on local
population, socloeconom-
Ics, navigation, flooding,
seafood), which they've
accused the CPRA of duck-
Ing. But Bradberry ad-
dressed a few of those con-
cerns, which he labeled
“misconceptions,” himself.

Concern: “Spin  and
marketing, not science, are
driving the case for the di-
version."

Bradberry sald the
CPRA settled on dlversions
as the most effective weap-
on agalnst coastal erosion
based on years of sclence
contributed and vetted
by “the best and bright-
est (sclentists) across the
country and the world”
He expects much of that
sclence to be valldated In
the EIS. The anti-diversion
group has touted studies
by LSU sclentists which
they say contradict the
sclence being used by the

CPRA.

“The sclence we tap
is, I belleve, from a much
bigger base and has more
credibility compared to
the sclence base of our de-
tractors,” sald Bradberry.

Concern: “The river
carries pollutants which
will negatively Impact wet-
lands.”

Bradberry sald the
LDEQ s using national
Environmental Protection
Agency guidellnes which
deslgnate the stretch of riv-
er where the diversion will
be located as a safe source
of drinking water and al-
ready feeds some healthy
stretches of marshland.

“I'm not saying there are
no pollutants, but to say
they will negatively Impact
wetlands Is a misconcep-
tion,” he satd.

Concern: “The CPRA 1s
ignoring dredging and fo-
cusing only on diversions.”

“The CPRA Is fully com-
mitted to dredging. Over
the next 15 years we plan
to spend nearly $2 billion
to dredge 200 milllon cu-
bic yards of sediment. That
does not address the sedl-
ment starvation and does
not provide the sustain-
abllity of a diversion,” satd
Bradberry. “We will strate-
gically place some dredg-
ing projects near sediment
diversions to capltalize
on the synergistic rela-
tionship. A great portion
of the $50 billlon Master
Plan, around 40 percent of

that money, Is tagged for
dredging.”

Concern: “The con-
struction of the diversion
will damage parish Infra-
structure.”

“As part of this project,
varlous utilitles are going
to need relocation. That's
accounted for In the proj-
ect budget and will be led
by the contractor with
minimal hassle to parish
residents,” sald Bradber-
ry. “To cut a channel, we
will have to cut Highway
23, so a bridge will need
to be bullt. It will be state
of the art and we'll make
sure the size of the bridge
will accommodate traffic.
All those costs are In the
project with no tax dollars.
It's fully funded by the BP
Deep Water Horlzon set-
tlement.”

Concern: “The diversion
will be open year-round.”

Bradberry sald the
river will be monitored
“24/7/365" and that the
diversion wlill only be
opened when the sedi-
ment load Is the heavlest or
the river Is flowing above
450,000-feet-per-second.

“That’s when we're go-
Ing to tap It and flow it
through the basin,” said
Bradberry. “The plan will
accommodate for uncer-
tainty and adaptation to
make sure It accomplishes
Its goals. But It will only be
open on an Intermittent
basls.”

Soll Borings

Via a 2014 ordinance
“prohibit(ing) the granting
of any permits In Plaque-
mines Parish regarding
the constructing, develop-
ment or Implementation
of additional freshwater/
sediment diversion proj-
ects,” Cormler has denfed
the CPRA’s permit requests
to take soll borings from
the land where the diver-
slon Is planned. Bradberry
sald the borings are rou-
tine and “done all the time
along the river by a lot of
people,” but, at the same
time, are cructal for the EIS
to proceed.

“If we're going to deter-
mine Impacts, we have to
know how we will design
the diversion. How wide
will the channel be, In-
take, strength data. Can it
sustain what we want it to
do?” sald Bradberry. “We
cannot answer thelr con-
cerns about mitigation un-
less we go through the EIS
process. It’s llke negotlat-
Ing something you know
nothing about.”

Bradberry sald the
CPRA s making every ef-
fort to work with the PPG,
Including meetings with
Individual council mem-
bers, to avold finding a le-
gal route around the local
government.

“We would rather let
them be a part of the pro-
cess that they haven't en-
gaged In. To help us help
answer thelr questions,”
sald Bradberry.




